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Archimedes, one of the greatest thinkers of antiquity, inspired me,
awakening me interest in mathematics and taught me that one can be so
consumed by mathematical passion that nothing else matters. (p. 222)
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Euler, one of the greatest creators and discoverers of mathematics in the

eighteenth century, who kindly, patiently, as he instructed a fairly ignorant
princess, taught me from the most fundamental principles of algebra and
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trigonometry to the newest concepts of infinity and calculus. Euler also
taught me that rigorous analysis leads to elegant equations of extraordinary
beauty, equations made up of the most simple and superb numbers found in

nature. For example the exquisite equation e +1=0 that embodies in its
simplicity the most fundamental numbers that rule the mathematical
universe. (pp. 222-223)
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The magnificence of mathematics is evident in the flexibility of its symbols
and the simplicity of its theorems. Mathematics appeals to me because | see a
certain harmony in equations, like the notes in a beautiful symphony. Yes,
mathematics is a rigorous science that demands logic and truth, because it is
meant to solve the problems of the universe, including the world around us, and
the one beyond our reach.
I like mathematics because it is like poetry; it strives for succinctness and

elegance. But unlike writing that is changed at will to please the sense,
mathematics is pure and precise. Mathematics is truth. (p. 145)
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When | woke up this morning | felt elated and happy, the remains of a
beautiful dream still lingering in my mind. It was a vivid dream, like a
revelation. In the dream | was floating, flying far away from the Earth, where
the darkness of the sky was only illuminated b7y the millions of stars
shimmering in the distance. My body felt like a feather, weightless and free.

As | was flying | saw mathematical equations and symbols floating in all
directions towards and away from me, appearing and disintegrating like soap
bubbles.

There were letters x, y, z, and numbers 7, e, 1, 1, dancing like butterflies in a
flower garden. When | would reach out to take one equation it would fly away
farther from me and then another simple ones that I could recognize, but other
were more complex, equations that I did not know or understand. There was
one equation that I really wanted to have so | chased it with all my might.

When | finally held the equation in my hand I felt much joy, a happiness that
went beyond laughter. The equation was not a real object, but rather it felt like
a deep emotion; although I did not touch it, | sensed it, making my heart
jubilant.

When | woke up | could still feel the euphoria, my hand was holding the
book I was reading when | fell asleep. 1 got up quickly, trying to remember the
equation or the terms in it because | wanted to write it down to try to understand
its significance, but I could not recall it. The vision of the equation was gone.
What remained in my mind was just the feeling of sheer happiness I felt this
special equation in my dream. (pp. 205-206)

Someone said that mathematics is the queen of sciences. This must be
since, like art and music, mathematics stimulates the senses and lifts the spirit.
My pursuit of mathematics has saved me from fretting and thinking about the
social chaos and uncertainty of the future. My parents try to keep things at
home as normal as possible, but it is difficult to ignore the tragedy that unfolds
every day in the streets, in the homes, and in the tribunal of Paris. Signs of the
Revolution are everywhere. And, as if it was not enough to have national
anarchy and turmoil, France declared war on Britain, Austria, and now on Spain.
All the young, able men had to go to fight these battles, including a friend of
Millie’s for whom she feels sweet affection. (p. 218)



